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Flying in the CAP Context.  As those who attended the March 7 National Check 
Pilot Standardization Course (NCPSC) can attest, we spent a lot of time on the 
subject of flying in the context of the CAP’s missions.  There was specific 
emphasis on the check pilot’s responsibility to ensure that CAP pilot applicants 
are as proficient in these areas as they are in their flying skills.  The account 
below from one of our most experienced check pilot examiners demonstrates 
that we still have work to do in this area…please read and heed! 
------------------------------------------------- 
I did a check ride for an applicant who had completed his initial Form 5 check 
ride with a local check pilot.   He was very deficient on those items in the airplane 
involving CAP. I was surprised that during his oral, he could not explain to me the 
differences in mission codes.  With most questions that I asked involving CAPR 
60-1, he had to go to the regulation to find the answer.  I'm OK with that usually, 
but the extent of his lack of knowledge was apparent. 
 
In the flying portion of this type of check ride, I tend to focus more on the pilot's 
ability to explain CAP related items than on flying skills. He did not know how to 
work the CAP radio.  He had no idea which switch on the front of the radio itself 
controlled transmitting.  He did not know which switch on the com panel was for 
the CAP radio (he thought the AUX switch was the radio and of course that is the 
DF).  He did not know about CAP channels.  He did not understand what the 
Guard switch controlled.  On his flight over to meet me, he did not have the pilot 
side of the com panel set up to monitor the CAP radio, as he had the wrong 
switches set for monitoring.  I asked him what the pulse light was.  It was not 
properly labeled in this airplane, but still, he had no idea that there even was 
such a thing as a pulse light on CAP airplanes.  I could go on, but you get the 
picture.  The real problem is that although the check pilot who did his form 5 
determined that he was a safe pilot, and I believe he is, we have an obligation to 
make sure that our pilots know how to deal with the CAP specifics in our 
airplanes.  Although it is not clearly spelled out on the Form 5, it is still a check 
pilot’s responsibility to ensure that checking the “radio procedures” box as 
satisfactory means that pilots know how to use CAP equipment in CAP airplanes.    
------------------------------------------------- 
 
Instructor/Check Pilot CAP Documentation: The NCPSC ground school took 
place on 7 March, and check rides are underway.  The new list will be published 
on the VAWG paperless website after completion of the NCPSC check rides 
(deadline for completion is 7 May 2009). 
 
Next Issue:  Please send suggestions to: avi8rix@gmail.com. 
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