How to install the Apollo GX-55 GPS Simulator and achieve software stability in Win95 Compatibility Mode
(when using later operating systems)
Revision history:

New document
1-Sept-08
Updated

19-Nov-08

It is recommended you print this document before proceeding with installation.
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CAP Members,
We all need occasional brushing up on the Apollo GX-55 GPS. Some of the menus are very well done, yet some of the specialized SAR functions are less intuitive. This requires frequent practice, and you can do that at home on your own time rather than in a bouncing airplane at federal expense.
What I decided to do was gather the full simulator and whatever documentation I could find from the manufacturer, NHQ, and other Wings. It comes in two versions, full and basic. The basic version does not have SAR functions built in and is not much use to SAR work. The full version in zipped form is about 10 megabytes in size and that is how you tell if you have the full version if not revealed in the filename.
To Install the Apollo GX-55 Simulator on your computer and place an icon on the desktop (this was done on an XP operating system):

(1) Insert the CD into your drive or flash memory into a USB port.

(2) Use [My Computer] to navigate on the CD/flash to the GX-55_Simulator directory.
(3) Use the [right mouse] to select the file “Apollo_GX-55_Simulator_full_version.zip”
(4) A menu will appear, one of the items is [Extract all]. Use the left mouse to select [Extract all].

(5) A dialogue box will appear to guide you through the extraction process. You might want to [browse] and put the GX-55 simulator on the root directory of your c: drive by selecting [My Computer] & [Local Disk c:]. This will install the simulator in the Program Files directory of your computer.
(6) After installation use [My Computer] to navigate to:

C:\Program Files\UPS Aviation Technologies\GX Simulator

(7) You will see the [GX Simulator.exe] file

(8) Select the executable file with the [right mouse].
(9) Use the [Send to] and [Desktop (create shortcut] - a turquoise icon will appear on the desktop called "Shortcut to GX Simulator].

Note – It is my experience the UPS Aviation Technologies GX55 Simulator is not stable on modern PC operating systems starting with Win 2000 and later. Therefore, backwards compatibility mode must be set (for this program only) to make it stable. Otherwise the program crashes frequently and this is frustrating.

To achieve software operational stability:

(1) Use the [right mouse] on the desktop GX Simulator icon.
(2) Select [properties].
(3) Select the [Compatibility] tab.
(4) Find the [Compatibility mode] outline and [check] the box labeled "Run in compatibility mode for" [Windows 95] in the drop down list box.
(5) In the [Display Settings] outline [check] the box labeled [Run in 640 x 480 screen resolution].
(6) Select [OK] at the bottom of the box. Now the settings apply only to that program.
(7) Go back to the desktop icon and double click to proceed. The screen resolution will be different for that application only and will revert to original settings once the program is terminated.

Start the program. Recognize the first time it executes the SAR database must be enabled in the drop down list box. Also recognize when enabling SAR function in the simulator screen the sectional data will initially be defaulted to “SEA”, representing the Seattle WA sectional. This will need to be changed to the DCA (Washington) sectional using the simulator menus.

Once installed, note there is a subdirectory from the main called [manuals]. There is a 5 megabyte file there that describes the GPS in full detail. I do not recommend printing the file, it is about 285 pages of stuff and will burn out a printer cartridge in short order, but that is up to you.
There are several files bundled on the CD that were created by different sources. Some are .ppt’s some .pdf’s and some .mht (web pages). One of the best and most concise files for the field user are the ones labeled 

“TNWG - Best GX-55 SAR Ref 1of2.mht”  - and -
“TNWG - Best GX-55 SAR Ref 2of2.mht”

The two files above and:

“NHQ_Apollo_GX-55_Quick_Ref_Guide.pdf”
Those do the job for me. I find I need nothing else. My hat’s off to whoever created the first two for the Tennessee Wing. The latter is from National Headquarters.
Let me know or contact your local ES Officer if you need more guidance.
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