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Local squadron, commander receive state honors

Danville, VA — The Civil Air Patrol’s Virginia Wng has
named the Danville Conposite Squadron as the state’s 2003
Squadron of the Year.

Squadr on Commander Maj. Eugene F. Jackson made the
announcenent to the squadron’s 84 nenbers Thursday night at the
Danvill e Regional Airport Term nal

The state al so named Jackson as the state’s 2003 Squadron
Commander of the Year.

Thirty squadrons make up CAP's Virginia Wng.

“I't’s an honor to |lead a squadron of this caliber, and
wth this | evel of enthusiasm” said Major Jackson. “Just a few
years ago we were struggling for our survival. W al nost closed
our doors.”

The award recogni zes total squadron nenbership, its growth
rate in the last 12 nonths, cadet achi evenents, cadet encanpnent

attendance and cadet orientation flight participation.



The squadron boasts an increase in nenbership in just the
| ast six nonths of nore than 20 nenbers, senior and cadet. The
squadron had doubled its size in the |last year and grew from
just 13 nmenbers six years ago to this week’s nenbership of 84.
“We are receiving new nenbership applications at each
nmeeting,” said Jackson. “Qur recruiting efforts are
predom nantly word-of-nmouth, and I think this shows that our
current nenbers are enthusiastic about what we’ re doing and t hat
they’'re getting the word to their friends and associ ates.”
Twenty cadets received hour-long orientation flights in a
Civil Air Patrol Cessna 172R search and rescue airplane during
the first week of Cctober. Each cadet nenber receives five one-
hour orientation flights in the front-seat of a CAP powered
aircraft, and five one-hour orientation flights in a CAP glider.
During the powered flights, cadets are introduced to basic
flight maneuvers, navigation, weather and flight safety. The
U S. Air Force pays all costs associated with the CAP cadet
orientation flights.
As the Danville squadron continues to grow, nenbers are
| ooking forward to taking a nore active role in other CAP
m ssi ons, such as search and rescue and honel and def ense.
The state honor places the Danville squadron in the running

for the CAP Squadron of Distinction Program awarded to one



squadron from each of the eight CAP regions. O those, one
squadron is nomnated to receive national recognition.

The CGvil Ar Patrol is a benevolent, non-profit
organi zati on performng humanitarian services on behal f of the
U S Ar Force. In addition to its mssions with young peopl e,
CAP nmenbers fly search and rescue, counter-drug, disaster relief
and honel and security m ssions.

Danvill e s squadron was activated in April 1950.

Menbers of the Danville Conposite Squadron neet Thursday
nights from7-9 p.m at the Danville Regional Airport. The
organi zation’s web site is |ocated at

http://ww. vawg. cap. gov/ danvil | e.
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If you have questions, or would like additional information, please call Ken
Carlson at 799-2201 or 251-1543



