Cadet Speak-Off Official Rules

First Event . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BASIC COMPETITION

      The Basic level is for cadets who are 16 years old and younger and have not won more than two First Place Awards at the Wing or Region 

levels of competition. The Basic speech is a prepared speech three to five minutes in length on a subject related to aerospace directed to an 

audience not necessarily familiar with CAP.

Second Event. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ADVANCED COMPETITION

     The Advanced level is open to all cadets. The advanced speech is a

prepared speech five to seven minutes in length on a subject related to

aviation directed to an audience not necessarily familiar with CAP.

Third Event . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IMPROMPTU COMPETITION

     The Impromptu level is open to all cadets. Speeches will be two to two

and a half minutes in length with one minute preparation time after receiving the topic. Topics will on an aerospace related topic which will be 

disclosed to the cadet just prior to the start of each presentation. Competitors will be

sequestered prior to speaking. Each competitor will speak on the

same topic.

Official Competition Rules

1. The chief judge will make the final decision on any questions

     concerning rules based on the general rules of the host organization of

     the judges.

2. Wing and Region competitions will have a minimum of three

     judges per level of competition.

3. Judges will use the score sheet provided by Wing.

4. Each speech category will include at least three contestants in

    order for a winner to be declared.

5. All speech topics will be on an aerospace or Civil Air Patrol related topic

    directed to an audience not necessarily familiar with CAP.

6. Timing lights or colored cards will be used to indicate when a

    speaker has used certain amounts of the allotted time:

Basic: Cards will be flashed at three (3), four (4), and five

            (5) minutes of time into a presentation.

Advanced: Cards will be flashed at five (5), six (6), and

            seven (7) minutes of time into a presentation.

Impromptu: Cards will be flashed at two (2), two and a

            half (2-1/2), and three (3) minutes of time into a

            presentation.

7. Competitors may be disqualified for:

    Speaking more than 30 seconds over time allotted for the

    level of competition.

    Using specialized jargon or slang.

    Speaking in a style other than conversational for more

    than one minute.

8. First place winners in each Wing competition will compete at

    the Middle East Region competition.

9. A cadet may enter more than one category at the Virginia

    Wing Speak-Off as long as the qualifications of that level are

    met.

10. A cadet may enter only one category at the MER competition

        as long as the cadet has not previously won that category at

        the MER level.

